[Potential years of life lost in Spain because of cancer. Social importance of childhood tumors].
The potential years of life lost are computed for deaths due to cancer in Spain an the results compared with those obtained using traditional mortality rates. Applying potential years of life lost the perception of the most important tumors is different, so the typically paediatric cancers as leukemias, lymphomas and central nervous system tumors, which are not among the 5 most frequent rumors in Spain, are the 4th and the 5th, if we perform a classification by the potential years of life lost. To analyze mortality data in this way may be useful to emphasize the importance of paediatric diseases because the potential years of life lost index take into account the social value of the premature deaths.